
Immigration Enforcement 
The Ordeal of John Bosco  

Our Treasurer, John Bosco, was detained in September. 
After seven years in the UK, during which he was quite 
legally working, he was detained one Tuesday for 
removal to Africa the following Sunday. His friends, 
workmates, church, and our group all worked together 
to save him from flying. Meridian TV and South Today 
both carried reports - the Bishop attended John’s church 
on Sunday morning and appeared on the BBC the next 
day. Michael Woolley was interviewed live on national 
radio, over 100 faxes sent to the Chief Immigration 
Officer in Portsmouth. The airline was bombarded with 
protests and every passenger was picketed as they 
boarded. He didn’t fly that day, a new lawyer was 
found and a fresh asylum application made. On the 
following Thursday the application was rejected and 
John Bosco was forcibly removed.  

He later wrote “I got a letter from court telling to have a bail hearing at 10am and then at 
around 4.30pm I was called to go and have interview with Immigration at the airport. I asked 
if it's possible for me to talk to my solicitor and they told me that I will do it when we get at 
the airport and from there my phone was taken away from me and they checked me and 
jumped into the van. They drove it up to airport. When we got to the airport they told me they 
were going to meet the Immigration officer but after something like 20mins, one of the guys 
came back and shown me a piece of paper saying that I have to be removed. the paper didn't 
show time, date and even the flight. From there they just drove the van just under the plane's 
steps. They told me to get out and I said ‘I'm not going anywhere before I talk to my solicitor 
- you told me that I will talk to her when I got there and now you are taking me’. They 
grabbed my hands and handcuffed me. They dragged me from the van and pushed me outside. 
I refused to stand so they lifted me up and I started kicking while screaming so they put me on 
the ground, squeezed on the ground and one guy punched me in the private part and because 

of the pain I made my legs straight and then they tied my 
legs both in thigh and ankles together. From there they lifted 
me up, one man holding in handcuff and that was so painful 
and I asked for mercy but no one could help. Let me stop 
here, sorry but it's hard.” 

In Africa he got through the airport by paying a bribe, found 
somewhere to live but was later arrested and spent some 
time in an extremely grim jail before buying his way out. 
Everything was taken from him while in jail including his 
shoes. He walked back to his house barefoot and has not 
dared to go out since. His British lawyer has made an 
application to the High Court to review his removal, in 
particular the refusal to let him call his solicitor. There is no 
further news as we go to press. 



The case merits concern because of the brutal way he was arrested and removed and it is 
partly because of this that the local community was so shocked. He was given no opportunity 
to settle his affairs, say goodbye to his friends or collect his property. This is in fact typical of 
immigration enforcement - the assumption is made that people (however law-abiding) will 
run away if they aren’t literally seized without any notice.  

The Ordeal of HS 
H.S. rang one of the coordinators at home late one December Sunday. He too had been 
arrested without notice and taken to an airport – but not on his own. There were nearly 45 
other Iraqi asylum seekers and over 75 security guards. One of the refugees had sewn his lips 
to frustrate removal but the stitches had been removed. 

They were put on a charter flight at Stanstead where take-off was delayed six hours as 
pandemonium reined. Men were banging their heads on the windows trying to break them – 
one concussed himself and had to be taken off. Another cut his stomach with a smuggled 
blade and was pronounced unfit to fly. Men were shackled and handcuffed. The security 
guards were shocked - one admitted to H.S. that he’d never have taken the job had he known 
what it would be like.  

Eventually the plane took off, arriving over Iraq at 3am after a long stop over in Romania. It 
was clear and calm, the plane so low that people could clearly be seen on the tarmac. 
However they did not land but went to Turkey. “Bad weather” was the explanation. 

In Turkey the plane sat on the runway, under a hot sun, till mid-afternoon. Nobody was 
allowed off. Eventually they flew back to Stanstead where they arrived 31 hours after their 
scheduled take off. H.S. was taken to Colnbrook, from where he phoned the Coordinator. He 
was flown to Iraq a few days later via Germany where they changed planes. When they got 
their luggage in Iraq all the men’s valuables, laptops, phones and money, had been stolen. 
H.S. thinks it was the English or the Germans as there wasn’t sufficient time for the Iraqis to 
do such a thorough job.  

The two flights were clearly badly managed but also raise fundamental questions about why 
people are so determined not to leave. We can only surmise but note: that some of the men 
had been in the UK for over 10 years - all their adult lives; that some had partners and 
children in the UK; that there was a widespread belief that 3 recently returned Iraqis had 
killed themselves because of the stress.  

Immigration enforcement in the United Kingdom is distressing and expensive. Only 21% 
leave voluntarily, less than in many other European countries, far less than in Sweden where 
80% of returns are voluntary. There are lessons to be learnt. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Guardian 
reported the 
story given to 
our group.  
 
Questions were 
asked in both 
Commons and 
Lords 


